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2014 Fall Festival-Update 
Unicoi Lodge and Park Is a Cool 
Ticket for A November Getaway! 

By President and Festival Director, 
Mike Van Demark 

 Cool days, beautiful music, good friends, and 

challenging classes.  Does that sound like a good 

recipe for Fall Fun?  Then make your plans to be 

part of the 2014 Fall Festival November 20-23. 

 Our faculty members are planning interesting 

workshops and wonderful evening concerts.  The 

usual great line-up of vendors are committed to be 

there for your shopping pleasure and it is easy to 

imagine the Unicoi Lodge alive with dulcimer 

music and lively conversation.   

 You will find the room reservation form 

attached in this issue of the Footnotes.  There is no 

on-line reservation service, so it is best to make 

your arrangements by phone 800-573-9659.  Be 

sure to give the NGFDA group number for the 

NGFDA event  #03952.  We have special prices for 

this event which includes a full breakfast for those 

staying 3-4 nights in the lodge. 

 Unicoi Lodge is in process of renovation of the 

lodge rooms and meeting spaces.  I am going to 

visit Unicoi Lodge in July to see what has been 

done so that I can report back to you in the August 

newsletter. 

 If you missed the June issue of Footnotes, here 

is a list of our guest faculty: 

• Gwen Caeli (Mt. Dulcimer Beginners) 

• Bonnie Carol (Mt. Dulcimer and Ham’d)  

• Larry & Elaine Conger (Mt. Dulcimer & 

Children’s Program) 

• Jeff Furman (Mt. Dulcimer) 

• Dave Haas (Mt. Dulcimer) 

• Aaron O’Rourke (Mt. Dulcimer) 

• Stephen Seifert (Mt. Dulcimer) 

• Neal Walters (Autoharp & Mt. Dulcimer) 

• Kendra Ward (Ham’d Dulcimer & Mt. 

Dulcimer) 

 Returning to the 2014 Fall Festival are several 

other special faculty members who have been so 

appreciated in the past as follows: 

• Ken Bloom (bowed dulcimer) 

• Guy George (Ham’d Dulcimer & Penny 

Whistle & Ukulele) 

• Tull Glazener (Mtn. Dulcimer) 

• Marsha Harris (Mt. Dulcimer & Native 

American Flute) 

• • Anne Lough (Mtn, Ham’d, Autoharp)  

 The Traditional Sunday Morning Gathering 

will be organized and directed by Ken Bloom and 

Bonnie Carol.  Both Ken and Bonnie have extensive 

experience in putting together groups of instruments 

to perform together.  This should be a great 

program!  

 Please share this event with your dulcimer 
groups and encourage them to become members of 

NGFDA so that they can receive all of the festival 
information by the beginning of registration.  The 

registration process will begin on Monday, September 1 

through October 12.  Once again payments can be 
accepted through PayPal Credit Card Processing or 

personal check. 

 Festival registration fees will remain at $105.00 

again this year. Registrations will be done online via our 
website at www.ngfda.org.   

 For our members who do not have access to a 

computer or the internet registration forms and 

information can be sent to you via U.S. Mail.   
 

Please send this request to : 
Mike Van Demark  

P.O. Box 197  

Ocoee, TN. 37361 

 More information about the festival will be 
included in the August newsletter. 

 See you in November! 

http://www.ngfda.org/
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About The Tablature . . . 
 Going Home is the theme from the 

New World Symphony by Dvorak.  It is a 

beautiful melody to be played slowly and 

with expression.  It is also very effective 

played in a finger-picking style.  For 

more classical arrangements, check out 

Anne's book Light Classics for Mountain 

Dulcimer. 

 Anne Lough is a nationally known 

traditional musician, highly acclaimed for 

her skill as a performer and educator.  

Anne has a Music Education Degree 

from Murray State University, Murray, 

Kentucky and a Master of Music 

Education Degree from Western Carolina 

University, Cullowhee, North Carolina.  

Dedicated to the preservation of 

traditional music, stories and folklore, she 

now devotes her time to festivals, Road 

Scholar classes, workshops, 

performances and school residencies.  

Her artistic interpretation, sensitive 

playing style, versatility, creative 

arranging and skill as an instructor have 

given her opportunities to share the music 

and inspire students in major venues of 

the dulcimer community.  In addition to 

being a regular instructor of mountain 

and hammered dulcimer at the prestigious 

John C. Campbell Folk School in 

Brasstown, North Carolina, Anne has 

taught at the Swannanoa Gathering, 

Western Carolina Dulcimer Week, 

Augusta Heritage Dulcimer Week, 

Kentucky Music Week, Ozark Folk 

Center and numerous other festivals and 

workshops throughout the country.  

 

 

 

October 3-5, 2014 

 PEACH JAM at FDR October 3-4-5, 

2014:  Event will include an appearance 

of the now legendary Peach Jam 

Traveling Pick-up Band.  FDR State Park 

has again asked the dulcimers (with 

miscellaneous acoustic instruments) to 

appear for public “Dulcimer Jam 

Performance” at the Park Office Rock 

Amphitheater 1-2 p.m. on Saturday, 

October 4.  A set list similar to last 

year will be provided in future posts 

on the club website and final tune vote 

and simple arrangement run-through 

will be held Friday evening and 

Saturday morning. . . group consensus 

rules!  All playing levels 

invited . . . something for everyone. 
 

 

 

 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

 
 On May 17th Ben Seymour and 

his wife, Becky, presented a very 

enjoyable workshop and concert in the 

church hall.  Players from Brevard and 

Hendersonville attended and many 

family members, friends and 

prospective dulcimer players joined 

the group for the concert in the 

afternoon.  Here are some of the 

comments from the students: 

 “Lynn and I THOROUGHLY 

enjoyed every facet of the day and 

program." 

 "Saturday was an amazing day.  

Becky and Ben personify the joy and 

beauty of playing the mountain 

dulcimer." 

 "I thought the workshop was 

great.  I enjoy Ben, his knowledge, 

and his willingness to share.  His 

emphasis on playing expressively 

even in a group was good.  I try to 

play what is written, the way it is 

written with a group.  Now I can relax 

and when I screw up, it is just my own 

embellishment!  I also like the way he 

did his arrangement of "Do You 

          continued on page6 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Spotlight on Satellites 
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Spotlight on Satellites 
Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

continued from page 2 

LoveAn Apple."  He was showing a dotted half note 

on one string and a quarter or eighth note on 

another.  It showed me that I can keep one finger 

down longer while playing other notes on other 

strings.  Last week I was doing an exercise on that 

in Mike Casey's book." 

Hilltop Strummers 

 
 The Hilltop Strummers are gearing up for the 

Annual Summer Satellite Gathering August 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 at the Canton First UMC in Canton, Georgia.  

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.  The 

Hilltop Strummers are excited to have Les Scott 

provide the mountain dulcimer instruction.  He is a 

great dulcimer player as well as a wonderful person 

to know.  Les has been playing since 1971 and 

several people have said they enjoyed his teaching 

at Unicoi.  Les is one of the founding members of 

the NGFDA.  Please see additional details in the 

NGFDA newsletter under ‘Upcoming Events’.  

Hammered Dulcimer instruction is still in the 

planning and will be announced in the next 

newsletter. 

 Please see the flyer in this issue regarding 

lodging for the festival. 

 The Hilltop Strummers meet every Tuesday at 

Canton First UMC.  The combined groups meet at 

2:30.  The “early group” meets in one room at 12:30 

to practice and help new members. .The String 

Band meets in another room at 12:30, and the 

Hymns group meets in yet another room at 12:45. 

 Please Note:  Summer meeting times for the 

Hilltop Strummers in June, July and August are on 

the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Tuesdays but will resume the regular 

schedule in September. 

 You can keep up with the Hilltop Strummers 

by going to their web site at 

www.hilltopstrummers.com.  Marsha Elliott, one of 

the Hilltop members, designed and maintains the 

web site. 

 In May, the Hilltop Strummers combined group 

performed for SAM meetings at the Hickory Flat 

UMC and the Bascomb UMC.  Everyone enjoyed a 

one hour program of music and a wonderful lunch 

was provided for all who attended the meetings at 

each church.  “We play for food” is the new Hilltop 

Strummers slogan.  The group continues to perform 

at various assisted living centers in the local area of 

Canton. 
 The Hilltop String Band is playing a new slate of 

music to improve sight reading and select a play list for 

the fall.  Everyone in the String Band purchased Larry 

Conger’s ‘Hoedowns & Breakdowns’ tab book to help 
improve flat picking and increase playing speed.  This 

wonderful book contains 28 great arrangements. 

 The Hymns group is working on songs like, “How 
Can I Keep From Singing” and “As I Went Down to the 

River To Pray.”  The group is working from Tull 

Glazener’s “3-String Choir” book which has several 

different parts to each song. 
 The Hilltop Hammered Dulcimer group normally 

meets every Thursday at 9:30 am but will follow the 

Hilltop Strummer’s summer schedule.  The HD group is 
currently working two medleys:  “Harvest Home” and 

“Fishers Hornpipe” as well as “Rights of Man,” “Curly 

Headed Ploughboy” and “Red Haired Boy” as well as 
music theory. 

 The Hilltop Strummers welcome all visitors to 

bring your instruments and join in for an afternoon of 

fun and fellowship. 

Yonah Pickers 

 
 As the heat of summer descends upon the 

North Georgia Mountains, the Yonah Pickers heat 

up their performances having as many as three in 

one week.  Each opportunity to share the beautiful 

music of their combined instruments and singing is 

met with the same joy and enthusiasm.  Whether 

they are playing for small or larger groups, they 

always do their best to provide an enjoyable 

experience for everyone in attendance.  One 

audience member from an assisted living center 

shared the following, “We so appreciate y’all 

coming here.  We can’t get out any more and it 

means so much to us to hear these songs again.”  In 

                  continued on page 7 

http://www.hilltopstrummers.com/
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Spotlight on Satellites 
Yonah Pickers 
continued from page 6 

another recent event, during the “hands on” portion 

which accompanies every performance, one of the 

audience requested a song in a most unusual way.  

She said, “Next time, you need to play some 

waltzes.  All these people waltzed in their younger 

years.”  Of course, the waltz tunes in the group’s 

repertoire were an emphasis during the next 

month’s practices.  Responsiveness to the needs of 

the various groups they serve, once again shows the 

dedication of this group to community service.  

 One important aspect of any group is the 

camaraderie of its members, and the Yonah Pickers 

players are a very social group.  They welcomed 

back their “Florida Contingent” this week and are 

delighted to have these members once again in the 

area. 

 
 This is the season of school vacations and 

family picnics.  The Yonah Pickers recently had 

their summer party at the new home of a member.  

There was great food and lots of fun including an 

outstanding jam session against the beautiful 

backdrop of the hill side filled with plants and 

flowers in many colors. This month’s new 

instrument is a resonator guitar which a member has 

just started to play.  Great sound!  

 An event at the beginners’ group reminded the 

instructor of one of the most fundamental aspects of 

the mountain dulcimer, everyone can play.   After 

only about an hour of instruction, it was the smile 

on the face of the newest player when he was able 

to play his first song on the mountain dulcimer that 

showed once again that this instrument is intended 

to make people successful and happy with music 

even at the very beginning.  There are few 

instruments that are this user friendly.  Of course, 

one can make it as complex as one wishes, and one 

can also just enjoy the music they can make without 

hours and hours of work.  For long time musicians 

and newbies alike, this is a delightful experience.  It 

takes one back to the absolute joy that was felt in 

creating music before one got all tied up in the 

details.  So, maybe the instructor taught something 

or maybe the instructor retaught something she may 

have let slip away, all from a smile.   

 If your summer travels bring you to the 

Habersham/White County area on practice days, 

you are invited to stop in and join the group.  All 

instruments and all ability levels are welcome.  For 

information about anything in the article please 

contact, bswhitmire@windstream.net.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Membership Benefit 
 You don’t have to wait until Fall Festival at 

Unicoi to sell your instrument.  As a membership 

benefit, dulcimer-related Classified Ads may be 

submitted for free by NGFDA members.  

Advertising guidelines are a three line maximum, 

one column width for a maximum of three 

consecutive months.  Submit ads to Barbara Joe, 

Editor, at ngfda_footnotes@yahoo.com.  Classified 

ads can also be placed on the NGFDA Yahoo group 

site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us Online At 
ngfda.org 

mailto:bswhitmire@windstream.net
mailto:ngfda_footnotes@yahoo.com
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SATELLITE AREA FREQUENCY TIME LOCATION CONTACT 

Allatooners Kennesaw, GA Monthly, 2
nd

 Sun. 1:30-4:00 First United Lutheran Church 

of Kennesaw 
3481 Campus Loop Rd 
(formerly Frey Lake Rd.) 

Peggy Martin 678-478-2456 

martin.pb@comcast.net 
www.allatooners.org 
Satellite Scribe:  Diana (DeeDee) Nash 
muffyqnash@yahoo.com  

AlphaFretters     Not Currently Meeting 

Bent Tree Strings Jasper, GA Monthly, 4
th
 Thurs. 2:30-4:30 Club Tamarack Dining Room 

in Bent Tree.  Bent Tree is 6 
miles east of Jasper off Cove 
Road. 

Carol Lesley 770-893-2019 

Carol.Lesley@tds.net 

Blue Ridge Blue Ridge, GA Bimonthly 
1

st
 & 3rd Mondays 

1:00-3:00 Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church 
Hwy. 515 at Forge Mill Road 

Anne Bailey 706-632-3854  
Teri Godfirnon 
terig@windstream.net 

Currahee Dulcimer Club Toccoa, GA Weekly-Thursdays 
Beginners 
Group 

 
6:30-7:00 
7:00-8:30 

Stephens County Senior 
Center 
55 Roselane 

Joe and Jan Sibley 706-886-7407 
jinja717@yahoo.com 

Dalton Dulcimers Dalton, GA Weekly 
Wednesdays 

2:30 First United Methodist 
Church 
500 S. Thornton Ave. 

Sherry Patterson 706-278-7256 
jspatts@windstream.net 

Frettin’ On Faith Ringgold, GA Weekly Sundays 4:00 First Baptist Church 
downtown Ringgold on U.S. 
Highway 41 (Nashville St.) in 
the choir/music room 

Michael Whitfield 706-673-6730 
mewhitfield@optilink.us 
Website:  www.tiptopwebsite.com/frettin 

Gainesville Strummers Gainesville, GA Weekly – Thurs. 1:00-3:00 First Baptist Church 
Room 208, 751 Green Street, 

N.W. 

Bob Weaver 770-540-5278 
bobweaver6@gmail.com.  

Garden City Strummers Augusta, GA Monthly, 3
rd
 Mon. 6:00-8:00 Please call to confirm 

location 
Marks Baptist Church 
1405 Marks Church Rd. 

Gene Griner 706-733-1900 
hgriner@bellsouth.net 
Pat Colbert 706-860-3437 
pogosbill@aol.com 

Gwinnoters Lawrenceville, GA Monthly, 3
rd
 Sun. 1:30-4:30 Fairview Presbyterian 

857 Duluth Hwy. 
(Hwy. 120) 

Gwen Caeli 678-863-4342 

gwencaeli@gmail.com 
Nora Roy 770-963-2541  
nsr45@charter.net 

Hilltop Strummers Woodstock-Canton, 
GA 

Weekly – Tues. 1:30-3:30 Canton First UMC 
930 Lower Scott Mill Road, 
Canton, GA 

Exit 16 at I-575 

Dan or Barbara Asperger 
678-493-6970 (H); 770-633-1987 (C) 
daasp@windstream.net or bjasperger@gmail.com 

In Town Down Home Atlanta, GA Monthly, 3
rd
 Sat. 2:00 Tenth Street United 

Methodist Church 
425 Tenth Street, NW 

Cathy Watts 770-393-3454 
chwatts@mindspring.com 

LaGrange Dulcimer 
Troupers 

LaGrange, GA Weekly, Thurs. 
mornings 

 
Weekly, Tues. 

10:45-
12:15 

 
11:30 

First United Methodist 
Church for jamming & prac. 

 
Beginning classes 

Ann and Perry Wilder 706-882-5027 
perrylwilder@bellsouth.net 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

Brevard & vicinity, 
NC 

1
st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 Wed.-

Practice 
4

th
 Wed.-Playouts 

1:00-2:30 St Philip's Episcopal Church  
256 East Main St 
Brevard, NC 

Mary Sherwood 828-966-9628 
sherwood@comporium.net 
Ann Brown 828-877-5506 

Middle Georgia Dulcimer 

Club 

Macon, GA Monthly, 2nd Sat. 1:00 

Lesson 
2:00-4:00 
Jam 

Young America School of 

Music 
6361 Zebulon Road 

Barbara Stevens 478-457-6539 

gbs468@aol.com 
Karen Stewart 478-954-6759 
galadybug53@gmail.com 

Mountain Sounds Blairsville, GA Bimonthly 
2

nd
 & 4

th
 Tues. 

1:30-3:30 Senior Center LaDale Trimble 706-946-6070 
raydale@etcmail.com 

Oconee Belles & Beaus Salem, SC Bimonthly, 2
nd

 Thurs. 
 
4

th
 Tues. 

2:00-4:00 
1:00-3:00 

Keowee Key (Routes 130 & 
183 So. of Salem, SC) 
Activity Center, Whitewater 
Room 

Joan Krech 864-944-7094 
joankrech@bellsouth.net 
Bonnie Lamarand 864-888-3328 
lmrnd@att.net 

Peach Pickers Peachtree City, GA Monthly, 2
nd

. Sun. 3:00-5:00 The Bridge Community 
Center 
208 Willowbend Road 

Pat Hobson 770-461-2522 
pohobson@gmail.com 
Wanda Dawkins 678-899-0453 

hrwmdawk@yahoo.com 

SEHDP (Southeastern 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Players) 

Support Group for 
Local HD Satellites 

 
www.SEHDP.com for Individual Satellite Info. 

www.sehdp.shutterfly.com 
Patsy Jordan sehdpmail@gmail.com 

Sonic Sounds Dulcimer 
Club 

(EDIMGIAFAD) 

Centerville, GA Weekly, Thurs. 6:00-6:30 
Lesson 

7:15-Jam 

1
st
 United Methodist Church 

600 N. Houston Lake Rd. 
Laneah Maddox 478-971-8223 
 912-687-3621 

laneahmaddox@yahoo.com 
http://wrmusic.tripod.com/sonicsoundsdulcimerclub 

Whistle Stop Pickers East Alabama/ West 
Georgia (Auburn-
Opelika area) 

Weekly, Sat. 1:00-3:00 Lee County Historical Society 
Museum 
6500 Stage Road 
(Hwy 14) 

Loachapoka, AL 

Allen & Deborah McCord 334-821-1301 
 334-703-3646 (cell) 
mccord0304@gmail.com 

Yonah Pickers Clarkesville, GA 
Helen, GA 
 

Bimonthly  
1

st
 & 3

rd
 Mon. 

Bimonthly 
2

nd
 & 4

th
 Sun. 

Bimonthly-Beginners 

1
st
 & 3

rd
 Mon. before 

regular group. 

2:00-4:00 
 
2:00-4:00 
 
1:00-2:00 

Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Clarkesville 
Helen Presbyterian Church in 
Helen 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in 

Clarkesville 
 

Lynn McCollum 706-499-3212 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 
 
 
 

Email lynnmccollum@windstream.net for details. 

NGFDA sanctions these groups as satellites, but each one sets its own agenda, meeting place and procedures. Last Updated   05/31/2014
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NGFDA Membership Form 
 

Please start/renew my membership in NGFDA, including a subscription to the monthly Foothills Footnotes newsletter.  Tab books 
available to members only, one copy per member at a cost of $10 (if mailed, add $2 mailing fee).  Individual membership:  $20.  
Family membership:  $30.  Please make checks payable to NGFDA.  Dues, according to NGFDA bylaws, are renewable each 
November regardless of when you join. 
 
Name  
 
Address  
 
City  State  Zip  
 
Home Phone  E-mail address*:  
 
Membership Status (check one):  New  Renewing 
 
Playing Level (check one):  Beginner   Intermediate  Advanced 
 
*Members can automatically access our monthly newsletter at www.ngfda.org by clicking “newsletter” and entering 
your email address as listed above.  The newsletter is posted around the 25

th
 of each month.   

 
I wish to get my newsletter   on the NGFDA website  by email  by mail 
 
Do you want to order a Tab Book? (check one)  Yes /  No  
 Please add $12.00 for Tab Book and postage 
 Tab Book $  
 
 Membership Fee $  
 
 Total Enclosed $  
 

Mail membership form and payment to:  NGFDA    P.O. Box 522    Demorest, GA  30535 

 


