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26th Annual NGFDA Fall Festival 
By President and Festival Director, 

Mike Van Demark 
 Please join the North Georgia Foothills Dulcimer Association November 20-23rd, 2014 for a three and a 
half day festival of learning, playing, performing, kinship and listening entertainment focused on the mountain 
dulcimer, hammered dulcimer, and autoharp and a couple of other instruments.  It’s all happening in an 
energetic and supportive atmosphere at the Unicoi State Park and Lodge in Helen, Georgia. 
MEMBERSHIP 
 The Fall Festival is an NGFDA function and therefore offered only to the membership.  Please help 
interested folks understand that NGFDA membership is necessary in order to receive the monthly Foothills 
Footnotes newsletter, the Unicoi lodging reservation form, and access to the online registration process. 
 The $20 single membership and $30 family membership is well worth the assurance that members receive 
timely information about the Fall Festival and other fun and important NGFDA events.  NGFDA is requesting 
that all members pay the 2015 membership dues with the fall festival registration process. 
 This process will eliminate any unnecessary reminders having to be sent to members at a later date.  
 People joining the club NOW or through the festival registration process will have an active membership 
through December 31, 2015. 
 In January 2015 all membership dues will be due no matter what month you may have joined and paid your 
dues in prior years.  This is to eliminate the lengthy manual process of sending reminders to members on a 
monthly basis of when they joined the club. 
 Unpaid 2015 members will receive a notice of membership dues in February 2015 and will be given 30 
days to pay.  If the member has not paid within this timeframe the member will be notified and given 15 
additional days to respond or be purged from the membership files. 
 If members have been purged, they will need to send in a new membership form to be reinstated in the 
club.  People interested in joining NGFDA can print the membership application form from the clubs website at 
www.ngfda.org or complete the membership form on the back of the newsletter and mail it in with your dues 
check. 
REGISTRATION 
 All of the information for the Fall Festival will be posted onto the NGFDA website (www.ngfda.org) 
(workshops, leaders, schedules) by Monday, September 1st and no sooner.  Registration will begin on Tuesday, 
September 2nd (Members will be able to print this information if they wish in a PDF format.  Once you have 
selected workshops, merchandise, etc., you will be able to create a log-in name and password (or use the 
information from last year) so that you can enter your personal information into the registration tool.  The form 
will be saved automatically, and you will be able to go back and make changes until we have received payment 
for your registration. 

continued on page 7 
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Foothills Footnotes 
(ISSN 1559-1441) 

POSTMASTER:  Send any address 
changes to Lynn McCollum, 
NGFDA, Inc., PO Box 522, 
Demorest, GA 305353.  You may 
also contact Lynn by e-mail at 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 
All other newsletter-related matters, 
including material intended for 
publication, should be directed to 
Barbara Joe at the email address 
listed in the above column.  The 
deadline for publication 
submissions for the September 
issue is August 22, 2014 at 6:00 
p.m.  Foothills Footnotes is 
published monthly by the North 
Georgia Foothills Dulcimer 
Association, Incorporated. 

 

About The Tablature . . . 
 The tablature this month is from 
Richard Moore.  Richard writes: 
 “My wife Barbara and I have been 
playing with the Peach Pickers for the 
last four years.  We were driving through 
Roosevelt State Park near Pine Mountain 
and saw a sign saying “DULCIMER 
EVENT”.  We stopped and listened and 
one of the players said a fellow named 
Sam Greene was going to give free 
lessons and he had some extra dulcimers 
to use.  After two hours of “Boil that 
Cabbage Down” we were hooked.  From 
there we started taking Sam’s free classes 
at the Peachtree City Baptist Church.  
Unfortunately we lost Sam in November 
of 2012. 
 Because of Sam’s enthusiasm I have 
tried writing my own little song called 
“Happy Little Waltz.”  If you have seen 
me at some of the outings I am the guy 
playing with a noter.  I have an 
autoimmune disease called Systemic 
Scleroderma.  I play with the noter 
because with scleroderma there is a 
possibility of damage and ulcers to the 
finger tips. 
 “Happy Little Waltz” is a simple 
song that encourages the player to use 
covering, using the frets above 7 and it 
ends by reaching over to the base string 
for the final 4 notes. 
 
 
 

October 3-5, 2014 
 PEACH JAM at FDR October 3-4-5, 
2014:  Event will include an appearance 
of the now legendary Peach Jam 
Traveling Pick-up Band.  FDR State Park 
has again asked the dulcimers (with 
miscellaneous acoustic instruments) to 
appear for public “Dulcimer Jam 
Performance” at the Park Office Rock 
Amphitheater 1-2 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 4.  A set list similar to last year 
will be provided in future posts on the 
club website and final tune vote and 
simple arrangement run-through will be 

held Friday evening and Saturday 
morning. . . group consensus rules!  
All playing levels 
invited . . . something for everyone. 
 

 
 
 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

 
 On July 12 The Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players performed at Heritage 
Day at the Lake Toxaway Community 
Center.  The 45-minute performance was 
met with enthusiasm from the audience.  
The large stage, big hall and noise from 
the food service presented a challenge to 
most of the players but the experience 
will benefit the group in future 
performances.  On Sunday morning, 
August 17, the group plays at St. Philips 
Episcopal Church in Brevard with a nice 
selection of music that is always well 
received by the congregation.  Regular 
weekly practices continue with a monthly 
play out at Kingsbridge Nursing Home 
and Koala Senior Citizen Day Care 
Center. 

Frettin’ On Faith 
 The Frettin' On Faith group has been 
working on a few tunes which worked 
well for their performance at Parkside on 
July 16.  The audience sang and tapped 
their toes as the group played some lively 
songs.  Having only six players it was a 
small group, but the Fretters played well 
and passed around a few smiles and had a 
good time.  Till next til . . . "keep on 
frettin'!" 

Mountain Sounds 
 Mountain Sounds Dulcimer Group of 
Blairsville played for the monthly potluck 
dinner of Blue Ridge Retirement Village 
in Blue Ridge, Georgia on July 11. 

continued on page 7 
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26th Annual NGFDA Fall Festival 
continued from page 1 

 Once your festival registration payment has been posted and you are notified by email that you are confirmed 
changes cannot be made unless you contact Mike Van Demark via email at mvandem@gmail.com   
 All registration fees must be received by NGFDA by October 20th.  If Total fees are not received by October 20th, your 
online registration will be cancelled and the slot will be opened up to anyone else who might be on a waitlist to come to 
the Fall Festival. 
 The festival cancellation policy as follows: 

 Full registration fees will be refunded if cancellation is received by Nov. 1st 
 One-half of fees refunded if cancellation is received by Nov. 8th 
 No refund if cancellation is received after Nov. 8th. 
 Membership Dues are not refundable so they will not be refunded if you cancel your festival registration. 

COST FOR REGISTRATION 
Member registration by October 15th ................................. $105 
Saturday only registration by October 15th ........................... $55 
Children’s all day Saturday (ages 6-11) ............................... $50 

UNICOI LODGING INFORMATION 
 Unicoi has provided a Unicoi Room Reservation form which appears in this newsletter.  Members are asked to fax or call 
the lodge before the lodge Cut-off date of October 14, 2014, when available rooms will be released.  These rooms are reserved 
very quickly so don’t wait to make your reservation.  Rooms are going fast! 
 For those members that do not have a computer or internet access, please contact Mike Van Demark (423-338-2307, 
leave message if necessary) so that all festival information and materials can be sent to you via US Mail as he has done in 
the past.  Spaces fill up fast and remember, just because you have a hotel room reserved it does not guarantee a space at the 
festival. 
 Hope to see all of you in November!! 

Spotlight on Satellites 
Mountain Sounds 

continued from page 2 
 The mix of music included lots of "fiddle tunes" and 
older folk tunes.  The evening was a great success with 
many favorable comments and good revues the next day. 
 It was a beautiful summer night with tons of food 
provided for everyone.  Mountain Sounds left with smiles 
and very full stomachs dragging instruments and amplifiers 
out the door to go home. 

Yonah Pickers 

 
 In the heat of the summer sun, it is time for the sweet 
taste of cool spring water and the sweet sounds of the 
mountain dulcimers. The mountain dulcimer and all the 
other instruments in the group bring joy to the community 
through the performances of the Yonah Pickers.  Just as 
“southern sweet tea” is a staple in the summer, so the music 
of the Yonah Pickers is a staple among the senior 
communities in the area.  This month they also had the 
pleasure of performing for a local “Lavender Festival” in 
the Sautee-Nacoochee area, reaching more and more 
people.  Whether it is a large portion of the members who 
are participating such as is seen in the photo above, or just 

a few, the performances are filled with music and laughter.  
At least one member of the group will always have a joke 
or humorous story to share in addition to lots of wonderful 
music.  The audiences are encouraged to participate in 
“Sing Alongs” and, occasionally, they also like to get up 
and dance!  One member of a local senior center who 
always enjoys the dancing part has celebrated her 100th 
birthday!  Whether it is the dancing beat of “Old Joe 
Clark,” a soul touching rendition of “Amazing Grace” 
complete with the haunting sound of a penny whistle and/or 
Native American flute, or perhaps a brief journey into the 
folk music arena, both performers and audiences enjoy the 
music.  Often this group is blessed with the addition of new 
instruments.  This month it was a “washtub base” played 
with joy and precision by one of the newer members.  One 
of the outstanding characteristics of this group is their 
flexibility.  Impromptu changes in the performance are 
welcomed.  In a recent performance, a member of the 
audience came up and was welcomed to do a heartfelt 
recitation as the group played “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
behind him.  Touching does not even begin to describe it.    
 Change is coming again.  This time, it is the 
location of the group’s Sunday practices.  The location is 
to be voted on later in July after which, it will be in 
posted in the next newsletter.  If your summer travels 
take you into the White/Habersham county areas on a 
practice day, the door is always open.  All instruments 
and ability levels are welcome.  For information about 
anything in this article please contact: 
bswhitmire@windstream.net.  
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SATELLITE AREA FREQUENCY TIME LOCATION CONTACT 

Allatooners Kennesaw, GA Monthly, 2nd Sun. 1:30-4:00 First United Lutheran Church 
of Kennesaw 
3481 Campus Loop Rd 
(formerly Frey Lake Rd.) 

Peggy Martin 678-478-2456 
martin.pb@comcast.net 
www.allatooners.org 
Satellite Scribe:  Diana (DeeDee) Nash 
muffyqnash@yahoo.com  

AlphaFretters     Not Currently Meeting 
Bent Tree Strings Jasper, GA Monthly, 4th Thurs. 2:30-4:30 Club Tamarack Dining Room 

in Bent Tree.  Bent Tree is 6 
miles east of Jasper off Cove 
Road. 

Carol Lesley 770-893-2019 
Carol.Lesley@tds.net 

Blue Ridge Blue Ridge, GA Bimonthly 
1st & 3rd Mondays 

1:00-3:00 Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church 
Hwy. 515 at Forge Mill Road 

Anne Bailey 706-632-3854  
Teri Godfirnon 
terig@windstream.net 

Currahee Dulcimer Club Toccoa, GA Weekly-Thursdays 
Beginners 
Group 

 
6:30-7:00 
7:00-8:30 

Stephens County Senior 
Center 
55 Roselane 

Joe and Jan Sibley 706-886-7407 
jinja717@yahoo.com 

Dalton Dulcimers Dalton, GA Weekly 
Wednesdays 

2:30 First United Methodist 
Church 
500 S. Thornton Ave. 

Sherry Patterson 706-278-7256 
jspatts@windstream.net 

Frettin’ On Faith Ringgold, GA Weekly Sundays 4:00 First Baptist Church 
downtown Ringgold on U.S. 
Highway 41 (Nashville St.) in 
the choir/music room 

Michael Whitfield 706-673-6730 
mewhitfield@optilink.us 
Website:  www.tiptopwebsite.com/frettin 

Gainesville Strummers Gainesville, GA Weekly – Thurs. 1:00-3:00 First Baptist Church 
Room 208, 751 Green Street, 
N.W. 

Bob Weaver 770-540-5278 
bobweaver6@gmail.com.  

Garden City Strummers Augusta, GA Monthly, 3rd Mon. 6:00-8:00 Please call to confirm 
location 
Marks Baptist Church 
1405 Marks Church Rd. 

Gene Griner 706-733-1900 
hgriner@bellsouth.net 
Pat Colbert 706-860-3437 
pogosbill@aol.com 

Gwinnoters Lawrenceville, GA Monthly, 3rd Sun. 1:30-4:30 Fairview Presbyterian 
857 Duluth Hwy. 
(Hwy. 120) 

Gwen Caeli 678-863-4342 
gwencaeli@gmail.com 
Nora Roy 770-963-2541  
nsr45@charter.net 

Hilltop Strummers Woodstock-Canton, 
GA 

Weekly – Tues. 1:30-3:30 Canton First UMC 
930 Lower Scott Mill Road, 
Canton, GA 
Exit 16 at I-575 

Dan or Barbara Asperger 
678-493-6970 (H); 770-633-1987 (C) 
daasp@windstream.net or bjasperger@gmail.com 

In Town Down Home Atlanta, GA Monthly, 3rd Sat. 2:00 Tenth Street United 
Methodist Church 
425 Tenth Street, NW 

Cathy Watts 770-393-3454 
chwatts@mindspring.com 

LaGrange Dulcimer 
Troupers 

LaGrange, GA Weekly, Thurs. 
mornings 
 
Weekly, Tues. 

10:45-
12:15 
 
11:30 

First United Methodist 
Church for jamming & prac. 
 
Beginning classes 

Ann and Perry Wilder 706-882-5027 
perrylwilder@bellsouth.net 

Land of Waterfalls 
Dulcimer Players 

Brevard & vicinity, 
NC 

1st, 2nd & 3rd Wed.-
Practice 
4th Wed.-Playouts 

1:00-2:30 St Philip's Episcopal Church  
256 East Main St 
Brevard, NC 

Mary Sherwood 828-966-9628 
sherwood@comporium.net 
Ann Brown 828-877-5506 

Middle Georgia Dulcimer 
Club 

Macon, GA Monthly, 2nd Sat. 1:00 
Lesson 
2:00-4:00 
Jam 

Young America School of 
Music 
6361 Zebulon Road 

Barbara Stevens 478-457-6539 
gbs468@aol.com 
Karen Stewart 478-954-6759 
galadybug53@gmail.com 

Mountain Sounds Blairsville, GA Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Tues. 

1:30-3:30 Senior Center LaDale Trimble 706-946-6070 
raydale@etcmail.com 

Oconee Belles & Beaus Salem, SC Bimonthly, 2nd Thurs. 
 
4th Tues. 

2:00-4:00 
1:00-3:00 

Keowee Key (Routes 130 & 
183 So. of Salem, SC) 
Activity Center, Whitewater 
Room 

Joan Krech 864-944-7094 
joankrech@bellsouth.net 
Bonnie Lamarand 864-888-3328 
lmrnd@att.net 

Peach Pickers Peachtree City, GA Monthly, 2nd. Sun. 3:00-5:00 The Bridge Community 
Center 
208 Willowbend Road 

Pat Hobson 770-461-2522 
pohobson@gmail.com 
Wanda Dawkins 678-899-0453 
hrwmdawk@yahoo.com 

SEHDP (Southeastern 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Players) 

Support Group for 
Local HD Satellites 

 
www.SEHDP.com for Individual Satellite Info. 

www.sehdp.shutterfly.com 
Patsy Jordan sehdpmail@gmail.com 

Sonic Sounds Dulcimer 
Club 
(EDIMGIAFAD) 

Centerville, GA Weekly, Thurs. 6:00-6:30 
Lesson 
7:15-Jam 

1st United Methodist Church 
600 N. Houston Lake Rd. 

Laneah Maddox 478-971-8223 
 912-687-3621 
laneahmaddox@yahoo.com 
http://wrmusic.tripod.com/sonicsoundsdulcimerclub 

Whistle Stop Pickers East Alabama/ West 
Georgia (Auburn-
Opelika area) 

Weekly, Sat. 1:00-3:00 Lee County Historical Society 
Museum 
6500 Stage Road 
(Hwy 14) 
Loachapoka, AL 

Allen & Deborah McCord 334-821-1301 
 334-703-3646 (cell) 
mccord0304@gmail.com 

Yonah Pickers Clarkesville, GA 
Helen, GA 
 

Bimonthly  
1st & 3rd Mon. 
Bimonthly 
2nd & 4th Sun. 
Bimonthly-Beginners 
1st & 3rd Mon. before 
regular group. 

2:00-4:00 
 
2:00-4:00 
 
1:00-2:00 

Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Clarkesville 
Helen Presbyterian Church in 
Helen 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Clarkesville 
 

Lynn McCollum 706-499-3212 
lynnmccollum@windstream.net 
 
 
 
Email lynnmccollum@windstream.net for details. 

NGFDA sanctions these groups as satellites, but each one sets its own agenda, meeting place and procedures. Last Updated   05/31/2014



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

NGFDA Membership Form 
 

Please start/renew my membership in NGFDA, including a subscription to the monthly Foothills Footnotes newsletter.  Tab books 
available to members only, one copy per member at a cost of $10 (if mailed, add $2 mailing fee).  Individual membership:  $20.  
Family membership:  $30.  Please make checks payable to NGFDA.  Dues, according to NGFDA bylaws, are renewable each 
November regardless of when you join. 
 
Name  
 
Address  
 
City  State  Zip  
 
Home Phone  E-mail address*:  
 
Membership Status (check one):  New  Renewing 
 
Playing Level (check one):  Beginner   Intermediate  Advanced 
 
*Members can automatically access our monthly newsletter at www.ngfda.org by clicking “newsletter” and entering 
your email address as listed above.  The newsletter is posted around the 25th of each month.   
 
I wish to get my newsletter   on the NGFDA website  by email  by mail 
 
Do you want to order a Tab Book? (check one)  Yes /  No  
 Please add $12.00 for Tab Book and postage 
 Tab Book $  
 
 Membership Fee $  
 
 Total Enclosed $  
 

Mail membership form and payment to:  NGFDA    P.O. Box 522    Demorest, GA  30535 


